Government - Q1 Syllabus     2

United States Government … First Quarter … 2007-2008

Basic Study 

Our semester study of U.S. government will be undertaken in two parts:

1.) The basic structure, purpose, and forms of U.S. government

2.) Relation to that government in the light of relationship to Jesus Christ

The first six weeks of the course (approximately) will introduce the form and function of the three branches of U.S. Government.  The remainder of the semester will be a study of the Christian relationship to governmental authority, some basics of Christian philosophy, and a thoroughgoing approach to apologetics.  The study will be guided by Francis Schaeffer’s work A Christian Manifesto. 

Quiz, Exam & Project Dates/Anticipated Material Covered
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August 24th   

The Constitution

August 31st 

The Legislative Branch 

September 7th 

The Executive Branch

September 14th  
The Judicial Branch



September 21st   
The Bill of Rights

Interim
September 28th  
Political Participation/

Final Review – 

American Government

October 5th  

Introduction to “A 

Christian 








Manifesto” (p. 5-30)

Ravi Zacharias –“If the Foundations Be Destroyed, What Shall the Righteous Do?”

October 19th    




Foundations for Faith & Freedom 
       End 3rd Quarter



A Christian Manifesto” (p. 31-39)







Ravi Zacharias –“Secularization – Its 







Control and Power”

Course Objectives

1. To introduce the student to the basic form and function of American government

2. To encourage the student to think critically with regard to political involvement and philosophy.

3. To familiarize the student with the current landscape of American politics.

4. To move the student toward an appreciation for the intellectual life of a follower of Christ.

5. To motivate the student to engage his/her culture & world with an impassioned humility, eager, willing, and able to share the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Late Work

· Under most conditions, late work will not be accepted.

· Quizzes must be made up before the administration of the next quiz.

Grading

Homework 


25
x
10
=
200
(20%)

Quizzes


50
x
8
=
400
(40%)

Quarter Exam


200
x
1
=
200
(20%)

Governmental Events

25
x
8
=
200
(20%)

Total 








1000 pts.

Homework 

· Homework will be assigned in the form of study guides, or situationally appropriate class work

· Homework will be assigned at a rate of slightly greater than 1 assignment per week (10 per quarter)

· Every assignment turned in MUST be headed with the following information in the upper-right-hand corner of the assignment:


[image: image1]
Quizzes

· Quizzes will be administered each Friday, unless otherwise notified

Quarter Exam

· This will serve as a mid-term exam for the semester, and will consist of objective questions.

Governmental Events

· These will be taken from any newspaper available to you.  I would strongly encourage you to access newspapers from around the country via the Internet.

· The New York Times – http://www.nytimes.com/
· The Wall Street Journal – http://online.wsj.com/public/us
· The Los Angeles Times – http://www.latimes.com/
· The Washington Post – http://www.washingtonpost.com/
· The Chicago Tribune – http://www.chicagotribune.com/
· Rocky Mountain News – http://www.rockymountainnews.com/
· A copy of the article must be fastened to your 1-2 paragraph summary and analysis of the article.

· Please DO NOT cut out newspaper articles and attach them to your analysis.
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Class/Period


Due Date
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